Chris Swanberg

Sacramento, CA

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

A 100 YEAR (AND THEN SOME) RETROSPECTIVE

Part 1 – Natural History of Glacier Park

  
This portion will deal with the geologic processes which produced the  topography associated with Glacier Park. This will include the origins of the rocks found there, the geological processes which resulted in the “upside down” arrangement of rocks with the oldest being on top, rather than deeper down, and the status of life on earth when these rocks were formed (explaining the origins of the Park’s only fossils – the earliest life on Earth). The extent of this section will depend on ability to do animations on the overthrust and possibly some glaciation animations as well. Absent that, this section will reply on “talking head” type interviews with knowledgeable Park geologists if they can be made available.

Part 2 - The Human History of Glacier Park


This portion will begin with the relationship between the lands that now comprise Glacier National Park and the early Indian tribes in the region who variously used the park as a transit to the game rich prairie to the east, as a place of spiritual observance, and as a sanctuary from some of the more war like plains Indians to the east.

    
It will transition to the coming of the white man, and the “discoveries” that led to the popularity of the region as a hunting ground for “well to do” easterners. Significant early figures will merit their own discussion in this section.

 
This section will conclude with the coming of the railroads, and the impact that had on the efforts to make the area a National park, culminating in the creation of Glacier National Park in 1910.


Virtually all of this section will draw on archived photographs and early recorded accounts. Presentation will be in a “Ken Burns” style format with narration over photographs.

Part 3 – Early Glacier National Park


This portion will describe the early part of the Park’s history. It will detail the building of the hotels in the Park, as well as the series of backcountry camps and chalets used in the early days as a part of multi-day horseback tours through the Park. It will dwell in some detail on the building of the highway through the middle of Glacier Park in the 1930’s, now known as the “Going to the Sun Road”.


Some portions of this section will be amenable to actual video footage montaged with historical photographs and actual artifacts from this era. Some talking head type interviews may be added to expand on this part of the presentation.

Part 4 – The Flora and Fauna of Glacier National Park


This section will be almost entirely made up of video footage of Park animals where possible, and a mixture of footage of plants and flowers and still photographs of them as well.

Part 5 – Fire and the Park


This part of the film will show the effects of fire on the Park. This will include significant fire events that occurred in the 1930’s, the 1960’s and most recently in the last decade. Some archival film footage may be available. On site visits will show the extent of revegetation and the biological diversity that flows from fire.

Part 6 – The Park Today


This film segment will attempt to show the many things that the Park has to offer a visitor. This section will include footage shot on trails and in the backcountry, and will attempt to showcase the many splendors with this unique alpine setting. It will also highlight some of the challenges facing Park management who are fiscally challenged in an era of expanded Park visitation, crumbling infra structure, and conflicting demands both from users within the Park and on its boundaries.  Much of this segment will involve talking head types of interviews.

Part 7 – The Future of Glacier National Park


This final segment will look forward in time for Glacier National Park. It will discuss the effects of generalized global warming and the ultimate disappearance of the glaciers within the park in the next several decades. Infrastructure solutions, visitation issues and internal park transportation issues will be focused upon. An attempt will be made to draw all the earlier segments into one vision for the future.

